Boat Canvas Tips and Tricks
I was quoted $4,000.00 to replace my aging enclosure. I did it my self for $1,600.00, which included the cost of the sewing machine and all tools necessary to do the job. You can do it too.

I just finished sewing and installing a complete flybridge enclosure for my 3270. I used Sunbrella Black with 40mil Strata Glass. Prior to this I have never sewed a stitch in my life much less thread a sewing machine. It took 4 weeks to complete the project, sewing an hour or two after work each evening. On average when I got the hang of it, it took roughly 3-5 hours per panel.  The project was easy, fun and rewarding. There is a learning curve, but surprisingly it is fast. Below are my tips and tricks that I learned while doing this project. Would I do it again, hell yah.
1. When you first start to sew, manually turn the wheel to start the sewing process. This will stop the thread from coming out of the needle.

2. Your first panel or part of a project will always be the worst. So either practice or plan on doing that first piece twice.

3. Use a stapler extensively to hold seams for sewing

4. Use basting tape for areas the stapler cannot reach (double sided tape available at www.sailrite.com)

5. If you need windows use Strata Glass 2nd quality. It is 50% the cost and nearly perfect. 90% usable. Available at www.scalisemarine.com
6. Measure twice cut once. Super important

7. When sewing windows place the sheets on carpet and sew on the carpet to eliminate scratching. Back breaker, but worth it.

8. Use a good quality solder gun with a flat tip to seal any threading that may need it. This prevents fraying later. Can also be used to seal popped up stitching nicely.
9. Purchase all fasteners (lift the dot, button, twist and lock) in bulk at SailRite.com for the cheapest pricing.

10. Pre-hang and fit all panels at boat prior to installing “Lift the Dot” or “Twist and lock” fasteners. Very important.

11. Before sewing zippers in place, verify at the boat the height the zippers should be in relation to the top of the panel. Each connecting panel’s zipper height must match exactly.
12. Purchase extra window and canvas material. You will need it.

13. Learn to use a stitch remover. You will need it. I found a sharp and carefully used Exacto knife works well to remove a seam.

14. When sewing zipper, do not staple them, use basting tape to hold in place instead.

